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COM'  XPERT  T  A  L 

TOE  TEE  "1\Tk  CRI'^S  OFFICE 

Judge  Advocate  General’s  Deoart~ant  —  Mar  Department 

United  States  of  America 


Tn  the  matter  of  the  failure  of 
the  Jaoanese  to  furnish  proner 
food,  quarters,  and  medical  care 
to  \meriop.n  prisoners  of  war  at 
'oosung,  China,  between  1 
February  1^42  and  "arch  1°43. 


Peroetuation  of  testimony  of 
Sgt.  Roger  Dick  Bamford,  1622 
Avenue  B.  Kearney,  Nebraska, 
Serial  No.  306^27. 


Taken  at: 

Da  te : 

In  the  oresenre  of: 
Reporter: 

Questions  by: 


Kearney,  Nebraska 
15  7  ebruary  1°46 


Claarles 

K. 

Phares, 

s/:.gt, 

sic. 

7qC, 

Omaha,Nebr 

Charles 

H. 

Phares , 

S/Agt, 

SIC. 

7SC, 

Oma ha , Nebr 

Charles 

H. 

Phares, 

S/Agt, 

lie. 

7sc, 

Oma  ha , Nebr 

Q:  State  your  na^e,  rank,  "arine  Corns  Serial  Number  and  permanent! 
hone  address. 

\i  I  am  Foger  Dick  Bamford,  Sgt,  Serial  No.  306927.  ’V  home 
address  is  1622  Avenue  B,  Kearney,  Nebraska. 

Q:  state  your  citizenship  and  the  date  and  place  of  your  birth.  • 

I  ar  a  citizen  of  the  TTnited  States  and.  was  born  at  Elr  Creek, 
Nebraska,  on  *Tove~ber  6,  1°22. 


Q:  "'hat  education  have  you  had? 

Xi  1  was  graduated  from  highschc.nl  at  Kearney,  Nebraska. 

0;  Dl-tf  you  have  a  civilian  occunation? 

A:  No.  I  ",ent  from  highschool  to  the  'arine  Corns. 

a*  'here  were  you  stationed?  hat  were  your  military  cuties? 

\.  t  Vns  attached  to  an  ant’ -aircraft  unit  stationed  on  ’.'lake 

Island  when  the  war  between  Japan  and  the  1  nited  states  broke 
out  on  7  December  1°41. 


0}  ere  you  a  orisoner  of  war? 


'res  t  v/as  caotured  at  ’’eke  Inland  on  23  December  1941.  I  . 
v%s  transferred  soon  to  "oosung  ?r}son_Cc.nnat  Noos ungj.  .China  , 
;,sL-e'-  vns  held  until  ’'arch  1*43.  f  ¥  was  then  transferred  W 
-  orison  camn  at  Kan-won,  China  where  I  was  held  from  arch 
1043  tint 1 1  Juki  1^5.  *"e  v,ere  then  transferred  to  a  prison 

„,nri  -t  len'-tia,  Cli'na,  '"here  we  were  he1^  from  1  June  to 
i  Tviv 'l®4<r  The  last  prison  camn  T  was  in  was  located  at 
"ftlnr'fl+p  fnk^ A do .  .Tan-n  ’'here  I  was  held  fro’”  1  July  1945 
to  °bout*  15  rusl  104.5  'her.  T  v  s  released  by  American  Forces. 
I  was  re  tv  rned  to  the  ’’nited  ctate*  soon  after  being  released. 
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Do  yon  recall  the  f  ood  Issuer'  by  the  Japanese  to  the  American  » 
prisoners  of  war  at  'kiosung  Prison  Camp  between  1  February  . 
anc1  ‘’arch  1°43?  _ j 

Yes,  T  do. 

ctate  what  you  rec'ill  concerning  the  food  issued  to  the  l^ericni 
or' sonars  of  irr. 

v;3re  issued  a  snulT.  teacup  fUll  of  cooked  rice  tnree  times 
n  6”'/  Ordinarily  we  received  a  little  -atery  turnip  soup 
t'^ca  r*av  or  sore  sovo  of  a  similar  nature.  re  were  never 

issued  "eat  and  "'a  could  set  no  othar  food,  ./a  received  no 
Fed  Cross  paroles  at  that  carp. 

Do  you  recall  the  quarters  in  which  prisoners  ware  kept.' 

I  do. 

State  what  you  recall  concerning  the  quarters. 

r,a  »”re  sheltered  in  barns  and  slant  on  the  ground.  Thera  war*1 
cracks  in  the  »nlls  of  the  barn  through  which  cold  air  passed 

frealy. 

Did  you  have  stoves  ar.d  :'uel  furnished  in  these  quarters  r 
No,  no  did  not. 

”j hat  sort  of  weather  prevailed  in  this  area  during  tha  ’"int^r 
months4? 

Temperatures  *ot  as  low  rs  fifteen  and  twenty  dagreas  above 
^rcTanc  w*  had  snowballs.  Tha  weather  v,'s  ordinarily  dirp. 

°ere  navar  a^le  to  bo  really  -arm.  Two  blankets  were 
issued  to  each  -an  as  bedding. 

’  Tere  clothes  issuad.  to  you? 

The  J^oT.asa  issued  no  clothing  and  some  of  tha  prisoners  had 
no  cl^thin  at  ill  whan  thay  arrived  at  oosun?  because  th° 

V  „r,<.2  had  made  them  strip  r’han  thay  left  nke  Island,  oome 
ha^.  a  rir  of  pints'  others  a  shirt,  but  that  clo-hing  Lasted 
only  "'bout  thraa  months. 

D^d  you  have  any  facilities  for  bathing! 

rG  ♦!*■' shed  ou-salvas  in  buckets  but  for  the  first  three  months 
tVs  *t  'oosvnr  t  did  not  have  a  bath.  The  Japanese  fur¬ 
nished  no  soap.  fe  navar  did  wash  our  clothosa  because  we 
fait  they  would  fall  apart  if  they  ware  visaed. 

Did  tha  Japanese  furnish  medic"!  c-re  for  the  American 
prisoners? 

muG  jM-.-j-'HOse  furnished  no  medical  care  and1  le  - 

that  c^mp  approximately  thirty  or  forty  prisoners  died  due 

to  malnutrition,  beri-bari,  and  dysentery.  I 

Did  you  have  a  Doctor  among  tha  imaric'-n  prisoners?  I 

Lt  (J.g.)  Kahn,  TJSN,  Ft  lorth,  Texas,  was  in  this  camp  and 
did  what  he  could  for  us. 


-•h-t  sort  of  litrlna  .OolUtlas  did  "o«  h’.ve? 
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A:  "e  had  one  latrine  built  to  accommodate  forr  •’ten  but  there  wars 
approximately  fifteen  hundred  *'en  " t  the  camo  so  that  l” trine  ws 
very  inadequate  for  our  needs.  Tha  J-.ntnese  furnished  no  dis- 
infoct'mts  for  keening  the  latrine  clean. 


9:  who  the  Japanese  Commander  at  ’oosung  Prison  C^mp? 

a:  The  first  Companding  Officer  was  a  Col.  Use  but  ha  died  "'hi la  we 
v/ are  thare  and  -'as  replaced  by  a  Captain  Tndo. 

0:  ”rho  was  the  ranking  American  officer? 

A:  He  v/a s  Colonel  Ashurst,  VZ''r.  Other  officers  present  ’"ere  '''jor 
Brown,  who  had  been  stationed,  at  Peping;  "'\1or  Deveroaiax,  w ho 
h-'d  been  stationed  at  "aka  Island  and  Commander  Thison,  a  Doctor, 


Q:  "’ere  protests  lodged  with  the  Japanese  commander  regarding  con¬ 
ditions  which  you  have  described? 

X:  Yes,  but  the  protests  did  no  good. 

Q:  Do  you  remember  the  names  of  any  of  the  Enlisted  Fen  v»ho  were  at 
this  corn  v,ith  you? 

As  A  Sergeant  "arion  L.  "vne  of  4475  Saratoga  ’.venue,  San  Diego, 
California,  and  Sgt.  Fred  Boese,  "odale,  low-  were  in  this  camp 
with  me. 


Q:  Do  you  have  anything  further  to  add  to  the  above? 
A :  No . 


o ;  Do  you  have  any  knowledge  of  other  mistreatment  of  American 
nr-5  s oners  of  ,;ar  by  the  Japanese? 

A:  Only  what  T  have  given  you  in  sworn  statement  above. 

/«?/  Roger  Dick  Bamford,  Sgt. 

us?:c 

ROGER  DICK  3V7  0RD,  Sgt,  US'Tc 


ST\TE  0:  NEBRASKA) 

(  S3 

ror’TY  or  buffalo) 


I  Roger  Dick  Bamford,  of  lawful  \ge,  being  duly  s'-'orn  on  oath, 
st"te  th~t  I  have  read  the  foregoing  tr-'nscr lotion  of  my  interroga¬ 
tion  and  all  answers  contained  therein  are  true  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief. 


k  B  ^rford 
3.VT0RD, 


Sgt.  ITS”C 


Subscribed  "nd  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  ’'nrcii  1?46. 


JjjL _  Irene  Tau.son _ 

Co.  Clerk,  Buffalo  Co. 


CSE1  jiaH 


T  E 


T  Churl's  H.  Pharos,  Special  Agent,  SIC,  7'C,  certify  that  Roger 
Dick  B” mford  nersonaiv"-  appeared  before  "e  on  15  February  1946  and 
t-stlUod  concerning  **Tar  Crimes-,  and  that  tha  foregoing  is  an 
^ crura te  transcription  cf  the  answers  given  by  him  to  the  several 

sot  forth.  /./  Clrs.  H._P_terar 

Om-'h'1,  Nebraska 
•»nr  5  1046 
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